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Livni ends in defeat

e drubbing of Tzipi Livni in the Kadima primaries by

Shaul Mofaz will surprise many outside Israel. She has so

manyof the attributes a successful politiclan needs, such

as intelligence and charm. And yet somehow the overall

package came to less than the sum of its parts. Although

her star once shone brightly, she has spent the past three

years as the author of her own demise. She led Kadima to a strong

showing ar the last election in 2004, but not as strong as many had

predicted, and has been continnally bested in the art of politics by

Benjamin Netanyahu, She has been mystifyingly silent on some

key political issues. And she was all at sea in reacting to last year's

social protests, after which Kadima’s support in the polls started 1o

collapse—and with that, her leadership, One possible consequence

of the new leadership, it My Mofaz can rebulld Kadima in time for

the next election, could be a Likud-Kadima coalition, allowing My

Netanyahu to dump Avigdor Lieberman's Yisrael Beiteinu and the

religious parties, giving political cover for any putative agresment

with the Palestinians, Bur that may be speculation on speculation
toalan

Awelcome report

T Is reassuring ro learn thar one of our leading welfare

organisations, |ewish Care, has been so exercised about

the way we freat our senlor citizens that it asked the cross-

communal think tank, ResponseAbility, ro examine how

we behave. The results and recommendations of its report

ave practical, encouraging, and startlingly candid. Older
people danot wantto be patronised or slotred into “convenient” or
simplistic activities, They do want imaginative treatment and they
want thetr wistlom and experience to be drawn on, so that those
who are ageing well can show they still have something to offer.
One way or another, weshould all benefit from this pragmatic and
honest report, Well dane.
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LETTERS

‘LIMITLESS' TRIP WAS A CREDIT TO OUR COMMUNITY

P Lam writing to thank Norwood,
the UJIA and Birthright, fortaking
iy son Benjamin on what was, guite
Sinnply, the tripof a litetime (Features,
March 23) “Limitless™ was lifechang-
ing, not anly for the elght participants
bt foralso for el familicsand
friends. We know first-hand how diffi-
cultand tiring it s to travel salely and
successfully with 2 group like this. Ta
return safely without any incident is
incredible, but to return with excite-
mentand full ol memaories which we
conld por have given ool childeen s
quite simiply a mivacle,

I'd like to thank everyone involyed
for thelrtiveless work to bring this
to fruition, Readers need Lo know
what an impoitant step this has been
fon youig people ke oursand how
inspiringitwill he to others: May this
bea start ofa wonderful tradition!
Erica Marks
ericmmors@ool.oon

My daugheer, Netalie, whois 21

and has special needs, wenton “Limit-
less™. She loved every minute,

Behind the scenes wasa teamof
dedicated carers who worked tine
lessly to make sire Netalle and oth-
crs were clean, toileted snd dressed,
‘While otheryouth can look after
themnselves o Kids needed helpwith
everything.

Iy equal measuie lthank the amaz-
ing and dedicated group of young
people whoselflessly looked after
Netatle and het friends, [ thank U]14
foradapting Blethtight for the benefit
af thisgroupand Norwood for iden-
tifying, training and supporting the
carers 1 thank the charitics' teanis
of patd staff and volunteets, donors
and patrons, who witl the belp ol the
entire Jewish community made this
magical trip possible,

Lynne Benarroch
Londan, Hendon, N4

NONSENSICAL LOGICON EQUAL MARRIAGE DEBATE

P Geoffrey Alderman’s suggestion
that martage equality for homosexu-
als should anly be allowed i suppont-
erswould alsoallow it forincestioes
couples s nonsensical {Coniment,
March22). Incestuous homosexual
marriage would be illegal just as
incestuons heterosexual mamiage s
Few, if any, are naturally exclusively

attracted to family members, whereas
many areé éxclusively attracted to peo-
pléof theirown gender. There is a nats
weally ecening homosexial minor-
Ity I anyspecies, as Induomans.
Thus marriage equality for homosex-
als is 4 pressing fssue, where marrfage
for incestuots couples is obviously
not. Such peculiar and desperate
argimentsas Alderman's show the
weakiess of the case against ending
marriage inequality for gay people,
Jonathan Sacerdoti
jonathang@saoerdot com

P Suppose religion delined theft as
taking property from someane of the
opposite gender. Should that person
e ol the same gender, this would be
lawful. Then the state makes theft
illegal, and allows for prosecution of
theft feom victims of the same gender,
but with a more lendent punishment,
Does this makeany sense? ! hope nat,
The definitionol nweriage is ireel-
evant, It s {or the gove roment (and
demouiatic process Ho deline niai-

LIVINGSTONE ON JEWS

P How can Ken Livingstone can
retnaina candidate of the Labour Par-
ty atter displaying his antisemitism
(News, March 237 Comments of this
kil shoold be totally unacce prabile
Peter Simpson

Perersimpson b3 oleon

» Why Jewish Labour supporters
aretrying tybe convinced Ken can
be good for the [ews is beyond me.
London needs someone neytial who
representsallof us.

Jane Hoch

mottvandienegbgoog el

rhage, as marriage hasacivil meaning,
so the rellglons view of it islrrelevant.
Denying homosexuals the rightto
marry should properiy, then, resultin
the abolition of mairiage as a legally-
meaningful congept, Have civil part-
nerships for all 1F you want to stand
undela chippal, that's vour choiee,
Daniel Bluston Yeqr 12, [FS
danielblostopghotinail.com

P Given that Geolfiey Aldenmnan
has conslstently cleferded lhr&.—]y
community in the past, it wasdisap-
pointing tosee himrepeat the tired,
arguiment that somehow allowing
consentingadults of the same sexto
marry will open thedoor to incest
i Tiage.

It's a shame Alderman dide't think
Itwas sullicient enough to delend us
once again, when he cleacly under-
stands what gay inartiage isabout:a
sytboble soctal statement,a strang
signal to society, that the unions
cntered into by gavs and leshians
{which are in law the same 35 those
of heterosekuals) are not “less tan®
them, sacially orotherwise.

Alderman bentoans the lack of
conument from the chief rabhis, as
do L But jt's sacl that a normally level-
headed individiral has used a poot
argument todefend bigoty.
Gemima Hersh
Fortune Avernte, Edgware, HA&

BLACKPOOL REUNION

P We are secking formermembers
of Blackpool United Hebrew Con-
gregation to alect them toaspecial
service of reunion tabe held on
Sutickay May 13. Like most provincial
communities, many nyembers have
moved away

W hope to see as many current
At e Blackpoclians s possible,
tomark the irmpending sale of the
synagogue and its de-consec ration, as
well asto share memaoriesaf this once
flourshing provineial commumnio
Russell Grossman and Russell Kett
lnckpoolstdrenmiongnliotmail.co.uk

FREE SPEECH ON CAMPUS

P 1was ot surprised to see the rear-
guard action by UJS regavding Brooke
Goldstein (CEssay, March 23 thisis
the sane U8 that pressured [Socs to
ban me last month. na previous Hife
Twas antisemitic and an anti-lsiaeli
activist. | learmnt the factsand now
carnpatgn proudly for Israel, Glven
tlils etined the et | prosote the niode-
ate voice of Muslims, youwonld think
L5 wiould welcome me. [t was Stand:
withilswho approached me to doa
cilinpos speaking toun Appearances
wiere booked all pver the UK, But it
became cledr that U)S was hell-bent on
seelig the tour cancelled,

Despite this, the reactions from stu-
dents—both [ewdshand non-ewish

were amazing One stated: [t was
thie best talk we had ever lieard". It was
also heartening to see Muslim sti-
dents attend, My hope (5 that under
new leadership U]5 will embrace
voices like mine and those of troe pro-
Istael olganisations, Let's move away
from these perty rivalries and realise
st fotouly D a potent Jonce we st
be united.
Kasim Hafeez
KastnHafeezginenacak

¥ Jewish students, particularly
thosewho volunteer toron [Socs,
have enough problems without being
attacked by theirown side. In january,
the [Cwas outraged when a lawyer
who had defended Holocaust deniers
was invited taspeak at SOAS Now the
tables are turned and | am disappoint-
ed the JC has chosen to lambast sensi-
Ble students rather than to condemmn
racist extremism in all its forms,
Grahriel Weliber

ISRAELI DONORS

» Inoticed the article urging 1seaelis
to donate tolstaclichasities (News,
March 23) At Medr Panim the lagest
propottion of donations for our char-
ity —some 36 per cent — come from
Israelis.Our analysis shows that this
I8 Increasing every year hurthenmonrs
the Istaeli public is helping inother
ways suchas food, goodsand allocat-
ing thell time tohelping the needy.,
Much morecan be done but te
imply Israelis are not helping their
own citizensis not stricthy corredt,
Sir Erich Reich
Chrtrmunr, Merr Parming UK

WOMEN ABSENT AGAIN

P Sixteen men and [ust one wonan
presenting 4 loyal address to the
Cueen(Commenity, March 23 ). (s this
animage ol the modern Jewlsh UK
communitywe want to portray 7
Stephanie Segal
sismstephoniesegalconsulimicy.co.uk

A PESACHGIGGLE

B Question: What makes Pesach
{ood so expensive? Answer: [t'sthe
profit, stupid.

Lejla Cumber

Hizabethon Cotrel, Henwlon Laie, N3
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