The Fast of Hillel and Shammai
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(1) Megillat Ta’anit Batra, ~gth century

These are the days on which we fast according to 17102 72yNNY D02 1R
the Law; all those who fast will not eat or drink N2 MyNNY "M 51 0nnn
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decreed a fast to mark the controversy between
Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel, for that day was as
difficult as the construction of the Golden Calf.

(2) Beit Yosef, ~46th century: Orach Chaim, 580:1

| have never heard of anyone, ever, NIV M NYNY K1 DNYN TR ND

who observes these fasts. DN2 Maynno

(3) Genizah fragment, ~11th century

Because of the conflict that befell the descendants 117191 Nponn by
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of the Wise Ones, our teachers decreed us a fast

day on the Ninth of Adar. Truly, how great a

di to our Torah was that dispute bet 3 29 NP 73
isgrace to our Torah was that dispute between mbaw NIN2 DA

Hillel and Shammai?¢ e

(4) Pirkei Avot, ~ond century: 5:a7

An argument for the sake of Heaven will, in DY OWI XNY Nponn Y
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the end, endure; one not for the sake of
Heaven will not endure. What is an argument
for the sake of Heaven¢ That between Hillel
and Shammai.

(5) Mishnah, ~2nd century: mYevamot 1:4

Even though one would forbid and the other NI PIDINIRY 29 DY R
PRI PYDIA VX PN
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pure, the House of Shammai did not refrain NIW IP11V101 R 7RI
N>1990 man o'wa xwhn

from intermarrying with the House of Hillel, nor X51 "R 11720 59A 1A
did the one refuse to use articles declared pure HY19R MIAD PRIV 1IN
by the other. YN

permit, one would rule impure and the other



(8) Mishnah, ~2nd century: mShabbat 1:4

The sages were in the attic of Chananiah ben MNRY MI%NN N 0N

Hezekiah ben Gurion. When they had ascended, 1P ]an’;:'n n”oya
b

they took a vote, and Beit Shammai outnumbered 1N P2V P
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Beit Hillel. On that day they enacted eighteen 011 12 997 0T
measures.

(7) Babylonian Talmud, ~5th century: bShabbat 17a

They stuck a sword into the beit midrash, and they YITNiN P11 1IN Xy
NX1M D1’ DI2IN 1NN
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Shammai’s students. And it was as difficult for 0P YR WP

Israel as the day that the Golden Calf was made. 5V 12 WYY

said, “Anyone who wants to enter may enter, but
nobody can leave.” And that day, Hillel was stooped
and he sat before Shammai as if he was one of

(8) Jerusalem Talmud, ~4th century: yShabbat 1:4, 3¢

Rabbi Yehoshua Oniya taught, “The students of Beit KPR VRN’ 727 RIN

Shammai stood downstairs and began to slaughter N2y p"a ’7’73;”
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the students of Beit Hillel.” PN M nbnon

It was further taught that six of th t upstai 7N Jon 1 T Phona
was Ttur er aug at SIX O em wen UpS alrs, ARYM 15))].‘173 )

and the rest of them took positions with swords and MAIN2 19y 1Y
spears. We are told that they decreed eighteen WY N1NNY N NN
rules. 11T 12T

(9) P’nei Moshe, 18th century: commentary on the above

Beit Shammai killed the students of Beit Hillel. 721 TNon MmN vl

(120) Korban ha-Eidah, 18th century: commentary on the above

“And they began to slaughter the students of Beit UAP IR RIRRIAY
Hillel” — this refers to those who wanted to ascend [to X1 PR =500
the attic], but heaven forbid that they should actually R21"N IR MDY

kill anyone: this is how | read the text. 2”1 IMR NN
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(121) A modern approach? (Gabriel Kanter-Webber)

Eternal God, God of wit and wisdom, God who speaks many words to many
people: we stand before you shame-faced at our own arrogance. Each of us
is created in Your image, with an inquiring mind and a creative soul, yet too
often we have sought to suppress and muzzle our fellow human beings
whose opinions and thoughts are different to our own.

On the Ninth of Adar, the voice of the House of Hillel was silenced, and 18
decrees were unjustly passed. True, not all of the Shammaiites acted with
violence; some were in the attic passing the decrees. Yet all those who
took part in the sham vote upstairs benefited from the butchery below.
They preferred to see their colleagues stifled rather than tolerate a

difference of opinion.

In memory of the 18 unjust decrees, now recall 18 unjust ways in which our
own behaviour silences others and deters them from speaking their truth.

We have been *violent and %abusive. \We have
3defamed. \We have “lodged malicious complaints. We
have 5distorted. We have ®misused the memory of the
Holocaust. We have "given a platform to inciters of
hatred, and we have éreaped the benefit of those who
seek to silence others’ voices. We have °demanded
absolute unity. We have *°patronised, and **labelled,
and been **sectarian. \We have *3further marginalised
those on the edges. \We have **mansplained. \We have
Binterrupted. We have *®harassed and *’stalked. We
have *8sought to create an emotional cost for others.
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