LJ High Holy Days 2020

IMPURITY, THE HIGH PRIEST
AND HIS DARK MATERIALS

Study pack




A PURE YOM KIPPUR

Seven days before Yom Kippur, they would separate the High
Priest from his household to the Temple apartments — and they
appointed another priest as an understudy lest anything should
happen to disqualify him.

Rabbi Yehudah says, “They even have an understudy wife
standing by, lest his wife dies, for it is said: ‘And he shall make
atonement on his own behalf and on behalf f his household’
(Leviticus 16:6). His household means his wife.”

But the other sages said to him, “If we went to these lengths,
there would be no end to the matter.”

m.Yoma 1:1

Just as a mikveh purifies the impure, so does the Holy One,
ever to be blessed, purify Israel.

m.Yoma 8:9
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CORPSE IMPURITY

Anyone who touches the corpse of any human being is Ny2w X1 DTR W3 Y22 NRa yian
impure for seven days. This is the rule: when somebody dies ';qm M2 3 DTXR NIRN NNT 0
in a tent, everyone who enters the tent and everyone who is N ';qN: YR 921 90N YR AN D2
in the tent is impure for seven days. And all the open utensils PR IWR MN ,53 '731 D N2y
- that are not fastened with a lid — are impure. And out in the V2 TN '731 NN RAD 1,5), Yna TNy
open, anyone who should touch one who was slain by
sword, or who died, or a human bone, or a grave: they shall
be unclean for seven days.

Numbers 19:11, 14-16
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HOW THE IMPURITY TRAVELS

If one makes a new light-hole, its size must be at least the NTPN XON 1MYY 1NN 1IN NIV
size of a large drill-hole. If it was eroded by water or bored  pyw IR DM 17N ... N1AWY YV )N
by rodents, or eaten away by salt, its size must be at least ... MR YN 1MYY NNHYN INYIRY IR
that of a large person’s head - though if he intends to use nav NMAa1 MYY wnwnd Y9y awn
it, its size need only be that of a square handbreadth. SARMIDA RN ORMIDA R
These holes allow impurity to enter and to leave.

m.QOhalot 13:1

GOOD INTENTIONS

A corpse is in a house with many doors. If all of them are 1912 N2 D'NNa v 1 nnn
locked, all of the doorways are impure. If one of them is open, 171 TR NNA1 PRAV 1912 PYIv)
it purifies all the others. If one intends to remove the corpse WXINY AWM .. NINRITD ...
through one of the doors, behold, this purifies the others. If a AWM ... ML 11PN N AN NN
man intended to remove the corpse through the northern door, PN INT T3 INN 19X ININY
but then his brothers or relatives came and insisted that he use
the southern door, the southern door purifies the northern
door — on condition that they are not gaming the system. But if
they are gaming the system, behold, both doors are impure.

t.Ohalot 8:6
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THE SEVERED CHILDREN

There were courtyards in Jerusalem built over solid rock, and N2 DYWIN 1’0 MANN
beneath them there was a hollow to insulate them from graves in the a1 %50 ooPnnm Voo A7y
depths. And they would bring pregnant women, who would give D°WI N2 DINNN 2P
birth there and raise their sons there. [And when they were seven or  ny513m Dw MM M
eight years old] they would bring oxen with doors strapped to their D MY DRI 1172 NR DY
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backs, and the children would sit on their backs [and be taken to the
spring from which the water for the purification ceremony could be
obtained].

m.Parah 3:2




