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WHY IS HUMAN FRAILTY A THING? ONE NARRATIVE
Genesis Rabbah (Albeck edition) 8

Rabbi Hoshaya said: NNQW YW1 mywiin M 16K
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When the Holy One created Adam, the first man, the angels got
confused and tried to bless him as if he were God!

To what can this be compared? TQ a king and his minister who PP211P2 PINI P D19M6K
were travelling tpgether in a chariot. The peopl.e wanted to pay VM5 DWW TP 1A
homage? to the !(mg, but they were not sure which was which. ' X YT 1 KD1 11T o1
What did the king do? He pus.hed the minister out of the chariot, YD PRA MY I
and then everybody knew which was king. NN YT T 1A 15w
Likewise, when God created Adam, the first man, and the angels 172p KNAW TYywa 72,7700
made their mistake, what did God do? Well, the Holy One caused ,072XD1 121V WX DX
sleep to fall upon Adam, and then everybody knew which one was 1oV 57811 172pi WY N

human. DTN XIT 72 9o v vw



WHY IS HUMAN FRAILTY A THING? AN ALTERNATIVE NARRATIVE
Genesis Rabbah (Albeck edition) 97

Rabbi Yehudah ben-Rabbi Simon said: DiITIAN 1270 /172 1717 /1 'K
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Abraham demanded that God introduce ageing. He said before the
Creator: “When father and son travel together, nobody knows
which one to honour! But if you crown the father by ageing him,
people will know which one to honour.”

The Holy One repliec:l to him: “}\/Iy word, that is a good ideal I will 2B 12T R AP S X
introduce ageing straight away. 5N 21X A ARYAn
This is why, from the beginning of the Book of Genesis up until N2 X XD TY1 D01 NYNN
Abraham, ageing was never mentioned, but after our father DTN 172X THYW 1°01,MpT
Abraham made his demand, ageing was introduced, as it is written: X2 pT DITIANI 1P 17 1N
Abraham was old, advanced in days (Genesis 24:1). (XT3 MwKI1) 0

AGEING AND MENTAL HEALTH
y.Moed Katan 3:1, 81d
Rabbi Ya'akov bar-Abaye said, in the name of Rabbi Aha: 27 OW21 AN 12 2Py N

An elderly person who has forgotten their Torah learning through 1TIN2N MWW [pT XX
. . 2

natural processes, they are to be treated with the sanctity of the 12 T TONN RT3

Torah itself. X AWTTP2



AGEING AND PHYSICAL HEALTH
Tur, Orach Chaim 591

One who leads prayers does so on behalf of all who are present 1722 NXITW M 53% XX x7w
in synagogue, and hear the entire service themselves, and even TV WX 29017 1110 15N
on behalf of those who are, through reasons beyond their 11°X1 D1IX NITTW ™1 ... 7BK 10
control, unable to come to synagogue, such as agricultural DY 1123 ND12iT 1725 X2 5127
workers, the elderly and the sick. S121M PN MTwaw

LONELINESS AND BEREAVEMENT
Rabbi Sheila Shulman z1, quoted in the Reform movement’s funeral book

We recognize that each of us is not so much a person as a world, or rather, the bearer, in her or
his self, of a world — a unique, irreplaceable, populated world, linked by a myriad threads to
other such worlds. When someone dies who has been a part of our life, there is a rent in the
universe, like a star vanishing, but like a star vanishing, that world leaves ineradicable traces in
us as a star does in space.



