Was God homeless and whose fault was that?
Study sheet for Parashat Nitzavim

VERSE
Deuteronomy 30:3
Then the Eternal One your God will reverse your captivity and have compassion on you. And you will AW NIR 7R T W
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be gathered in from all the nations to which the Eternal One your God has dispersed you. W TR NI 7%7T0 TR

ANALYSIS

b.Megillah 29b
Rabbi Shimon says: “Come and see how beloved the Israelites are before the Holy One. In NI IR R11 1"”'-”’27 R ]111773:1_77’11
every place where they have been exiled, the Divine Presence went with them. And likewise in q;:]]n ;';;%‘Z}jgg ]?‘;71;7UR1;I1‘373]7:;§£
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their future, when they are redeemed, the Divine Presence will be with them. As it is written: AARIW A N7IW TRAYT ]7-,7']—“3 w3
Then the Eternal One your God will return from your captivity. It does not say ‘will cause you to R7 2'wm ,JMmaw nR N7R 1w
return’, but rather ‘will return’. This teaches that the Holy One, ever to be blessed, will return RN M2 WTynw TA72,2W1 R7R AR
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2 Samuel 7:6-7
From the day | brought the Israelites out of Egypt, until today, | have never dwelt Dw;’;“g_’n’jg ?_7’: ]’_]]'7273;"'_&‘]’33_'“];?3' ’_];‘1%‘1-];17 _’gﬂ’;
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in a house. Rther, I'travelled around living ogt of a tent. And, as | moyed about R "R72T 1270 TRIW? 1A 731 TITANA TOR 737
with the Israelites, did | ever ask any of the tribes why they had not built Me a 7277 071 R7 N7 TARY... IR "W TR
house of cedar?! OTIR

Lamentations Rabbah, proem 24

As the Israelites’ enemies entered the Temple and burned it, the Holy One "1 10R... ]:“‘—""‘1” 7317 0"1MR 1017) "'13;17 7"”'””1
said: “Now | have no home on earth!” And, at that moment, God wept. AL L7 T AW AR ¥R IR 7 'R W



NOW
Housing Act 1996, s 191(1)

A person becomes homeless intentionally if he deliberately does or fails to do anything in consequence of which he ceases to occupy
accommodation which is available for his occupation and which it would have been reasonable for him to continue to occupy.

Lord Woolf (1983)°

The applicant argues that she is not to be regarded as intentionally homeless because it is for a wife and not a local council to decide
whether or not she can go on living with her husband. | do not accept this. There are all sorts of protection that a woman can get if her
husband misbehaves. The council should say: “If you are having trouble with your husband, go to the appropriate authority and get
protection against him.” If the woman does not take that path, and chooses to leave, she can be regarded as intentionally homeless.

Lady Hale (2001)

To hold that Miss Bond made herself intentionally homeless by leaving her home out of fear of domestic violence is to fail to take account
of some of its well-known features. Once begun it is likely to be repeated, often with escalating severity. It induces a sense of shame and
of powerlessness in its victims, who often blame themselves. There are remedies available, but it is by no means easy for many victims to
invoke these, and they are often ineffective. Escape may well be the only practicable answer. The victim is the one who knows the
perpetrator best and is best able to judge this. The council argues that a woman who knows what can be done and deliberately fails to do
it may be said to have caused the domestic violence herself. | do not accept this.

CONCLUSION
Kli Yakar to Exodus 22:22

Since the Holy One is the Parent of orphans, it is certain that, when they are tormented, it ONA% 731 'R OO "IR 1"270W TNRA

torments God: if you oppress an orphan, you oppress God as well! And the two of them cry DA MIUT TR 7 DR 10R 137 713713 12 17
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2 Judgment of Woolf J in R v Wandsworth LBC ex p Nimako-Boateng (1984) 11 HLR 95 (QB), pp 102-103
b Judgment of Hale LJ in Bond v Leicester City Council [2002] HLR 6 (CA) at [29], [32] and [33]



