You’ve goat male!
Study sheet for Sukkot

SUKKOT OFFERINGS
Derived from Numbers 29:12-34°
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7
13 bulls 12 bulls 17 bulls 10 bulls 9 bulls 8 bulls 7 bulls

1 male goat 1 male goat 1 he-goat 1 male goat 1 he-goat 1 he-goat 1 he-goat

PARTICULARISM AND UNIVERSALISM
Pesikta Rabbati 28

Rabbi Pinchas ben-Chama said: “The 70 bulls that the Israelites sacrificed at Sukkot W 1AW "0 0718 07UAW AN 1208 1R

denote the 70 nations of the world — as a prayer that they will live in prosperity.” 1IWW D707 MR TP TA)3 AN E%:‘Zg

2 Table simplified from one compiled by Noga Ayali-Darshan, “The seventy bulls sacrificed at Sukkot (Num 29:12-34) in light of a ritual text from Emar”, Vetus
Testamentum 65 (2015), 9-19: 10 fn 1.

b A parallel text, Lamentations Rabbah 1:23, records that the purpose of the sacrifice on behalf of other nations is mn;a O71w7 778 R7W, ‘in order that the world not be
depopulated of them’. See also Numbers Rabbah 21:24, which records the Israelites saying: MR 17R11W 0N 2R 217IR7 173778 177, They should love us for this, but in fact
they hate us!’




TWO SORTS OF GOAT?
Oznayim la-Torah to Numbers 29:22

On the 1st, 2nd and 4th days of Sukkot, it says “a male goat”, and on the 3rd, 5th, 6th and
7th days it says “a he-goat”. This is curious, is it not? | read in the name of the Vilna Ga'on®
that for the kabbalists there were only two nations® — Yishma’el and Esau — and the
remaining nations are all subordinate to them.® It is also known that Yishma'el also went by
the name “male goat”, and Esau by “he-goat”. Thus we sacrifice 35 bulls for the sake of
those nations that are subordinate to Yishma'el, and 35 for those that are subordinate to
Esau. We begin with Yishma’el because he preceded Esau.

This kabbalah is like an open book to us, these days, for the whole world is divided into two
‘worlds’: the eastern bloc and the western bloc. At the head of each stands a hegemonic
power, and the remaining nations are subordinate to one or the other (or are subordinated
to a subordinate nation) and are dragged after whichever one guarantees them bread and
water. And we learn something very significant from the Torah’s hints here: to remain

neutral in the war between these mighty powers, between Yishma’el' and ‘Esau’. It is not for
us to intervene in this great conflict, or to tip the balance in favour of one side or the other.
Rather, we sacrifice 35 bulls for one bloc, and exactly the same number for the second bloc.
As Balaam prophesied about us: “They are a people who dwell alone, and they are not
among the nations.™
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¢ Kol Eliyahu 20a
4 Nitzutzei Orot to Zohar 3:227b.
e Literally, ‘suckle from them’
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f Esau’s nickname is presumably a pun on his being an 1w WR, a hairy man (Genesis 27:11): the Hebrew words for ‘he-goat’ and ‘hairy’ come from the same root.
Yishma'el's nickname is obscure but could be a reference to the Yom Kippur ritual where one goat is sacrificed and one sent into the wilderness: it is often observed that this is
what Abraham did, or almost did, with his two sons — see eg Mary Douglas, Jacob’s Tears: the priestly work of reconciliation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004): 56.

9 Numbers 23:9




