FVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VYV VVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VYV VYV VYV VN
EEER EEER

' » Y ¢

- > ¢ _
L] » 190 []
2 2
L 2 L 2
2 2
L 2 L 2
2 2
L 2 L 2
2 2
L 2 L 2

v pd ¥ v e ¥
L 2 L 2

ESTHER’S

1 SECRET Rch
XE AR
: s
: s
X H H Purim 5783 H H A
b b4
A 4
. —‘ H Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue GW 04. 23 H |7 .

VIV VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV S TV I7957 V7V YTV 79779 V7 9VdYy7y 9 9y 99




A0Z0X0Z0X020X0200200202X¢0202¢02020202030202 02020200202

Blessing for studying the Megillah
YR, DIV 72717008 22 ANR 7172
1230 RIpA HY 1IN, Ni¥N2 NYTR
THE SECRET
Esther 2:20

YR ANY DR ANTYIN NI IAOR PR
INDR 2277A T0RA MR 2ITI0 DYY MY
AR NIARL AN TYRD NYY

FEAR OF ANTISEMITISM
Targum Sheini’
727 RNY»T AMT5N ANOR NRNMN RY NnY
.RNYY w1 A Hupr RdHN nHY

Rabbi Sa’adiyah Ga’on*

Ba-ruch a-tah A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha’o-lam, a-sher kid-
sha-nu b’'mitz-vo-tav, v'tzi-va-nu al mi-kra m’gi-llah.

Esther did not reveal her origins or her kindred, as Mordechai
had commanded her; for what Mordechai commanded, Esther
did, just as she had when he was bringing her up.

0000000000400
000000000000

Why did Esther not reveal her origins? Lest the king become
angry and kill her — and also decide to exterminate her people.

Had they known that she was a Jew, it is quite likely that they would have harassed her and even strongly
pressured her to forsake her religion, perhaps also keeping close watch over her and taking special care to
ensure that she would be unable to keep any of its obligations.

I Esther 2:10

i Esther 2:11. Translation from Judaeo-Arabic by Michael G Wessler, The Book of Conviviality in Exile (Leiden: Brill, 2015):

192.
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Rishon I'Tziyyon™
D7112YW HRIY? 1P INTIMRAY R0 V1T It was known at the time that the Israelites were a captive
ROW INOR T35 DTN WM 7N 9 people, and of little worth. So Mordechai feared for Esther’s
NN TN WINMYNR 727P2 ATann honour, and did not want her to be debased in the king’s eyes
.N1awn nan amab for being a wretched member of such a lowly, captive people.

Tosafot ha-Shalem™

77817 1Y IR YT ,nY InR Mordechai said to her: “The king will obviously sleep with
OR1,INY 1dD¥HN N1’ kY you on account of your beauty. The best you can do is
,(INTYIN NR TN RY1wNN mute yourself and not reveal your origins, because then
19 753N R, TMR PO RNY maybe he will marry you." Whereas if you reveal to him
177V 11N RD PN NRY  that you are a Jew, his ministers will never allow a Jew to
QTN PONNY reign!”

il Esther 2:10
v Esther 2:10:2
v Literally, ‘crown you’.
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A different Tosafot ha-Shalem"

N .. 79NN Yva ave i NS N”R1 You may be wondering why Mordechai always sat at the gate of
NR QUMY 1YW 1Y R *Nn naxm awye the palace.” He sat and waited for an opportunity to abduct
RY VIMYNR INR D1pnY 159171 1NOR Esther and spirit her away to safe place. King Ahasuerus did
OR 2R .N*T10? R0 595 1a2H oown not know that she was Jewish - but if she had revealed her
70 RY TR NNY NRI ANTYHIN NTan anen origins and her kindred, then there would have been no option
70 TR ,N2NA DTN OR D ,MPN  for her to escape, for if Mordechai had taken her, Ahasuerus
VTN TY DTN 50 DAIN WIMYNR - would have held all of the Jews hostage until she was returned.

Chut Shel Chessed"™

RX¥N RYN,TIRN R*Dan 727N That Esther did not reveal her background is exceedingly strange. Was
NTYRY,PTINA DTN Naa NR she not found in the house of Mordechai the Jew? So how could there
*DTINY 1avN ... 27272 1A pav be any doubt that she was also a Jew? Everybody assumed that
YRR N¥M ,N2101 qun *TINN Mordechai the Jew had kidnapped a gentile girl, wanting to adopt her as
nnNpo1 o Nnw,Nad AmR a daughter. So everyone rejoiced, because she was taken from his house

JPTINY ARVWA RD1INaN and would no longer be a Jew.
000000000000
000000000000
" Esther 2:19:7
Vi Esther 2:19
Vi Esther 2:10
34k




POV T
FEAR OF PHILOSEMITISM
Rashi™
7172 NNavnn RNY 1INRWY 11D In order that they would say she was from a bad family, and
A S nnawnn RNV YT ORY MnNHwn let her go. For if they knew she was from the same family
TN .12 0PN 1A %N NRY as King Saul, they would definitely hang onto her.
Rabbi Eliezer of Worms*

1N2NR1A 79170 NPTINY RYNY 1NKRN OR If she revealed that she was Jewish, the king - in his love for her -
JTINY IRY?Y 0w YO MR MR would have commanded all his ministers to marry Jewish women.

004400000040
000000000000

UTILITY
Nachal Eshkol*

OR O*TIN? RNV D?YTI? O1RYD So long as they did not know she was Jewish, if they hatched evil
.N1INN D'NY5YN D17R AV AXY '8V’ plans relating to the Jews, they would not hide them from her.

x Bsther 2:10
* Recounted in Nachal Eshkol to Esther 2:10
xi Esther 2:10
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Maharsha*®

»TD 15 NNWY — NNY NKR NTaN INOR PR
1N NRWII ANOR *AM ... N2 1R1pN? RHY
ANNTI TNRI TNR YOT . PRI YO va

ANNIRD Y

Zefira Gitay™

Esther did not reveal her kindred: she did this in order to avoid
riling people up, for Esther won the admiration of all who saw her
(Esther 2:15), and everybody imagined her to be a member of
their own people.

Esther manages to establish herself as authoritative queen not only by her beauty, but also by her
personality and wisdom. Esther knows how to communicate with people: she finds favour in the eyes of her
attendants.”™ Her discretion with regard to revealing her ancestry and identity suggests that she knows what
can and should be done, and what is forbidden, in the diplomatic arena. As an orphan, her family ties are not
visible, thus she can act freely in court. At the same time, she is portrayed as the daughter of a monarchic
family, which means that she has the genealogical background for becoming a queen.

Wi Chiddushei Aggadot to b.Megillah 13a, sv ‘Esther’
it 7efira Gitay, “Esther and the queen’s throne” in Athalya Brenner (ed), A Feminist Companion to Esther, Judith and
Susanna (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995), 136-148: 141.

xv Bisther 2:7
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Notes...




