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TEXT
Pirkei Avot 4:20
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Elisha ben-Abuyah says: “One who learns in their childhood, to
what are they compared? To ink written onto new parchment. And
one who learns in old age, to what are they compared? To ink
written onto scrubbed parchment.”

! Jastrow defines the root 7"N"n as encompassing meaning such as ‘rubbing out’, ‘blotting out’, ‘scraping’, ‘smoothing’,

‘erasing’, ‘washing off’, ‘repealing’...

42¢F

=

D =9 & =

> <«




> <

=

CON-TEXT
Tiferet Yisra’el ad loc (1762-1860)
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Tosafot Yom Tov ad loc (1579-1654)
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Nachalat Avot ad loc (1437-1508)
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This passage highlights two particularly benefits of learning in
one’s childhood. Firstly, they are like white parchment: every
single line makes an impression on them, and they will grasp
even subtle ideas quickly. Secondly, new parchment is not
smeared with previous writing, so even when the ink dries,
what is written will remain legible. Conversely, when a piece of
parchment begins to lose its structure, thin lines will not show
up on it. Similarly, an older person has no ability to acquire and
retain information.

An older person’s mind is already engraved with many worldly
thoughts and concerns. When they want to learn words of Torah,
they first need to erase those worldly thoughts. And it is impossible to
do this completely.

2ANONI 023MPN TIATN NPTV The elder’s mind consists of a mixture of things, like
1IRYI ROW TWAR RY 7mnn Y 2inon parchment that has been overwritten. In such a case, it is
0N2 27pNN NWRIN 2ANNAN MNMI impossible that there will not be remnants of the first letter’s
2PN anonn writing mixed up with the second letter’s writing.
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Derech Chayyim ad loc (1512-1609)

.. TIROMN TOXY TNRYN% 1M 270 PR
2V X RS ARIMNY MY imm
22pn INRAY 23 %Y QRY ,2mon

IR RY 1 91awa %W nTa N

TNIIMN PPN R NN ARINDOY

7N NN M Sapnn Y nrnT
PN RINY PYOR DY R ,INRY

PPT RN 2R %W 91010 NO2 MR

anxYn

Midrash Shmu’el ad loc (16th century)
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i Literally ‘rabbi’
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A teacher" does not actually give a student wisdom itself. We can
compare this to one who shows a stranger a painting on a wall.
Even though the stranger absorbs the image of the painting into
their imagination, we still would not say that the one who showed
them the painting actually engraved its image into the recipient’s
memory. Likewise, one who teaches Torah to another is not
considered as if they actually engrave, by their own strength,
teachings into the mind of their pupil. Rather, the pupil engraves
themselves.

The Torah is compared to ink. When someone learns Torah,
it is as if they are writing on new parchment. Similarly, their

ink is like a golem — without form - until they write with it on
parchment, and then the golem assumes a form.
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PARA-TEXT
Sarah Schenirer® (1883-1935)
NPIT,A2MYM WY1 yamw IpYR In Ivnn A youth is loud, exuberant with noise and assertiveness.
"RIN M) 2V 12N 1T, anYYmanan? o3 And this is to their credit. ‘Ink written on new paper’ -
JY1Nn SY amnam AN mnn My — this, truly, is the essence of youth. Older people, on the
OYRY DYPYIX OPR ,ONMY? ONpImn other hand, do not shout or make noise, yet they are
PNV INY 0N NN, TR ,7AR ;DN deeply, deeply infused with ideas. ‘Ink written on old
— 7?1 SV N0 P, OMNITIRG paper’™ — although the writing is hard to read, the ink is
TN PIN 09IN,ARMPY NWP anon mnR nonetheless embedded firmly in the paper. This is
17 TINSY NN PIX AT 2T A Y something which young people need to learn from the
R elderly.
v v
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il Bim b’Yisra’el vol 1 p 56

v This is a slight misquotation from Pirkei Avot. It is likely that the author was quoting from memory; see Naomi
Seidman, Sarah Schenirer and the Bais Yaakov Movement: a revolution in the name of tradition (London: Littmtan Library of
Jewish Civilisation, 2019): 262 n 7.

456k

= DO =9 & =







