HUMAN RIGHTS,
JEWISH ROOTS




UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 1

A1l human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.
b.Sanhedrin 46bt
D'NIRN O'NR Y., There were two brothers who were twins and lived in the same
1Mn TNR ,NNR 17y city. One was appointed king, while the other went out to engage
RX? TNR1 70N in banditry. The king commanded that his brother be hanged.
7900 M2 .00 Everyone who saw the bandit hanging would say: “The king has

aR1In Yo amRHm ' . .
been hanged!” The king, therefore, commanded that his brother be
119N 79nn MR 1M
taken down.

M7 '|'7YJﬂ nx

U Adapted from Steinsaltz translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other

status.

Numbers Rabbah 8:4

n%Y DMNYAAN 1INRY NYywa
119 NYWIN 1NN 11HR
IR YV ANIRA 11T
1950 0N Yravwa o ywine
9”R Maxn Yy 0'NIVN IR
NR PYNIN OR YWIN? n”7apn
nKR pnaY 7410 *pinan

R1N 120N TN RY *21pn
THI1M 7RIV /730 (R RY Tyvn
YNO1 /1 DYIRN PIRA qOoNY
J11 12 ywin oar nonb

When the Gibeonites said to Joshua: “Come up to us quickly,
and save us, and help us!”, Joshua thought at first: “Shall we
trouble our community for the sake of these aliens?”

However, the Holy One, ever to be blessed, said to him:
“doshua, if you estrange those that are distant you will
ultimately estrange also those who are near. Go, look at the roots
from which you yourself have sprung! Are you not descended
from aliens?” - for we are told that Joshua was descended
from Joseph, who married the daughter of an Egyptian
priest.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.

Exodus 20:13a
.N¥IN RY Thou shalt not kill.

/ page 4 of 31



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 4

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall
be prohibited in all their forms.

Malbim to Deuteronomy 24:7

7MVA RINY NINRY DIPpNaw ... Know that, where we say one is permitted to treat
7725 0N DVNY PRY PRI another as a slave, this only means that they will not be
251 VIY? YD PRTII RHA 52N punished by the beit din. However, is it not certain that

TN ... YIRN Vawn ah NT

’a ATH TnoW 0*T7aY ANonNY JRd2
0'R2NY YIT'Y ,NYIRN N1NY
PHNaY WID YIRN O*TaYn NR

they will be severely punished - in every generation -
according to the law of the land? There is a hint in
Deuteronomy 24:7 of the slave trade which is known to

27 PN OMIR D291 ,RDIAR bring slaves from the land of Ethiopia in the continent of
,91 11TN2 TRAY 71P1TOR NanINa Africa: its cruel leaders lead the slaves a very long way,
0n'HY 'YW oY orwiIabnm feeding them poor food, clothing them badly and keeping

NYIR1IP 1YY TY 1NN them under guard until eventually they are infected by

TRND NPATNNN NIRNN extremely virulent diseases.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 5

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment.

Numbers 35:11-12a't

Y 02Y 029 onMIpm You are to select for yourselves certain towns - towns of
D11 027 NIMNA VIPN asylum shall they be for you, a place to which the accidental
v n2n N3 any murderer, one who strikes down a life in error, can flee. The

077Y7 027 1) :NNYa
nin? R HRan vYPNY
R ah)

towns shall be for you for asylum from the blood-redeemer,
that the murderer not die.

W Adapted from Fox translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 6

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Deuteronomy 31:12a%tl

DYIRD DY) NR 0P

YR 770 QU D7WIN)
1902110792 1Yn? 193
.02NYR MY NR IR 1T

U Adapted from Fox translation

Assemble the people, the men, the women and the little-
ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, in order
that they may hearken, in order that they may learn and
have-awe-for the Eternal One your God.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 7

A1l are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to
equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to
such discrimination.
Sifra, K’doshim perek 4:2-3 (Wetiss edition p 89a)
RHYYW — 97 218 RWN RY A judge shall not favour the poor (Leviticus 19:15). Do not
IR DYRIA,NT RIN 1Y INRN reason: they are poor, and their rich opponent and I are both
101785 027N AT VY obliged to provide them with charity, so I will rule in their
1328 ITAN K91 .. 11K favour. Nor shall you favour the rich. Do not reason: they are
T RIN YWY 1IRN RHY — . .
wealthy, and from a good family, and I could not possibly

RY 0T RN D91TA 2 h hem|
JYIAR shame them!

/ page 8 of 31



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 8

A1l are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to
equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to
such discrimination.
b.Sanhedrin 56a

N1 2 NMVXI ... 1227 1N The children of Noah were commanded to establish law-

J77T courts.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Rema, responsum 108
7272 PNTY TWaR IRT RVIWA It is obviously not possible to judge a matter without hearing
. YANIN NPV NY'NY 52 the case for the defence. And even if it were not obvious, we
211 V1YA 12T AT N could learn it from the ways of the Holy One - all of whose

2 yn 2 :
2375 "W 151N TN ways are just, pleasant and peaceful.
377 173771 VAV 17977

.019W 1PN NN DY When judging Adam, God began by asking him: “Who told you
M 9IRYY 0TRA P NNN that you were naked?” Similarly, with Cain, God asked: “Where

121, ANR DY D 75 TN is Abel, your brother?”
,TPNR AN RY AR PPY

17D 1PTIYV YINYY T This was so as to hear Adam and Cain’s arguments. And it is
201 TnY all the more important for a human judge to take this step.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 10

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and
obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

h.Sanhedrin 21:2

DNn TNR 1Y 17107 HYa Y There are two litigants, one wearing fine garments and
Y2150 719N 071p? 0771 ¥1219N the second wearing degrading garments. We tell the
IR T21215 INIR 1712 02T honourable party: “Either clothe your opponent like

IR 1NY N1TNY TY TMND 1AW2a5N

yourself until the end of the trial, or dress yourself like them.
JNW 1ANY TY 1mnd viab

Then you will be equal.”

/ page 11 of 31



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 11

No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or
omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or
international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier
penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal
offence was committed.

Exodus Rabbah 47:9

n”7apn 1ab nwn IR Moses said to God: “Why are You vexed with the Israelites?
R ON?5Y OYID ANR NS Because they made an idol? Well, You never told them otherwise.”
R 072515 NTIAY 1WYY
n71pn 1Y IR, 0NN To which God replied: “Did I not say in the second commandment:
RY YNINR RY M1 M7 Thou shalt have no other gods before Me?”

RY 1MaY Inr 7Y ne
Moses, however, retorted: “You did not command them; it was I
RNY NN Y oMk NN ’ ’ ;

055 7> XS 0N NNR whom you commanded. You did not say: ‘You-plural shall not...” It
NTI2Y YMIWY OR ,NNY 1Y was, therefore, only me who was commanded; this being the case,
.7780Nn R1 71NN 0230 should I make an idol, please blot me out of Your book.”
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation.

Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

Cherem Rabbeinu Gershom, item 12V

0TR NYIWY 2AN521 MRIY RY... Do not read a letter sent between two third parties without

AMWYI R92 NPT 89517205 the recipient’s knowledge and permission.

W Quoted in Rabbi Louis Finkelstein, Jewish Self-government in the Middle Ages (1924; repr Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood
Press, 1972): 178.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 13

Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders
of each State. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own,
and to return to his country.

Leviticus 25:10bv

=939 YIR2 1177 DRI You are to proclaim freedom throughout the land and to all its
nakelok inhabitants.
b.Rosh Hashanah 9b"t
WY RHR M7 PR The Hebrew word d’ror is a term meaning only liberty. Rabbi
nTINY 227 IR ..M’ n Yehuda said: “What is the meaning of the word d’ror? It is like

97TND — NMIT YD N
n71no Ya1m R T 0
.N11Tn Yoa

one who dwells [m’dayyar] in any dwelling [dayyara] and moves
merchandise around all countries.

“ Fox translation
“t Adapted from Steinsaltz translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 14

Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution.

D’rashot ha—-Ran 1vi

NTYRA2 NNIRN ONY TN TWRD When the people of a certain kingdom turned on them, they
NINR PIR R 10VIVN MOON would move on to a different land, where they could serve
;AN YN TIAY5 DY 1501 the Eternal One as they desired, as in our present situation.

> @170 11MYI2 129 1P TWRD

For when enforced conversion began in the Arab lands, the
YIR1 TAYW WTNN) TWRD

PR SR DDA 101 HRYNY? Jews fled to a different land, and, thence, back to the Arab
AT SRYAYS DWA NANR lands. And this gave us a lease on life in the midst of our
AMITIY2 VYA 2PN 119ER afflictions and our toils.

it Adapted from Silverstein translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 15

Everyone has the right to a nationality. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of
his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality.

Exodus 3:4b, 6qa'itt

Mo Jinn 0NYR YR RIPN God called to Moses out of the midst of the bush and said:
- T30 IR NYN 1PN RN “Moshe! Moshe!” Moses said: “Here I am.” And God said: “I am
OR PR DIR IIIN IR the God of your father, the God of Avraham, the God of Yitzhak,
APY? 709N PR YALR D1IN and the God of Ya’akov.”

it Quite a loose translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 16

Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or
religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. Marriage
shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending
spouses. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.

Genesils Rabbah 68:4

072y 99K NHVI ... NNVN
TNIR NT'RAYM MNaw o8
20 198 NINR NMY MY
,’1Ya% 2o'n nanbar nonbab
,NNR 1952 1MR naen
min T naab Pk annb
1T ,R00Y 112 T ,RYINA
nn NN NIk ,R1an 1o
WA RIR MY NIRRT ,NDY
WA RIR MY IR PN, PTY
RTH

X Quite a loose translation

A Roman noblewoman took a thousand of her manservants
and a thousand of her maidservants, and stood them in two
rows, and ordered: “T'his one shall marry this one, and this one
shall marry this one.” She paired them all up that very
evening.

In the morning, they reported for duty. One had a cracked
skull, one had a black eye, one had a broken leg... The
noblewoman exclaimed: “What happened?!” The servants all
replied: “I don’t want him!” - or: “I don’t want her!”
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 17

Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with
others. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Exodus 20:13c
110 RY Thou shalt not steal.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 18

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

2 Kings 12:3-4x

NN 77Y2 1Y URIN? VYN Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Eternal One all
YTin? 1070 1WR 1025 his days, as Jehoiada the priest had taught him. But the
TV 1997RD Ninaa pI 1030 altars were not removed: the people were still sacrificing

Tk M\ 1 0DMN- . .
N2 079M 0NN DYl and burning incense on the altars.

* Adapted from Alter translation

/ page 19 of 31



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Numbers 11:26-29x
DY MINAI DWYIRTIY 1IRYN
TR YD DY TTIR TNRD
IR2INN ... N1 DDYY NIMm
nYno Tan van yI21 :ninna
D’N:};])Y; T7°M 'r:r‘g?g 1);\N3’]
111712 YyYin? 1y7 :nnnia
AR 17IN2N YN NYn
19 AR :oRYD NYN NTR
10?2015 AR RIPHAND NYN
1M?772 mR72) MY DY~Y)
.DU’?QiTﬂW'ng n1n3

U Adapted from Fox translation

Now two men remained in the camp: the name of the one was
Eldad, the name of the second, Meidad, and the spirit rested
upon them, and they ranted-like-prophets in the camp. A
certainlad ran and told Moses, saying: “Eldad and Meidad are
ranting-like-prophets in the camp!” Then Joshua bin-Nun,
Moses’s attendant from his youth, spoke up; he said: “My
lord Moshe, restrain them!” But Moses said to him: “Are you
zealous for me? If only all the people of the Eternal One were
prophets, that God would put the rush of Divine spirit upon
them!”
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 20

Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

1 Samuel 8:1, 3-5xu
IR DY) ORINY TRT YR 0N
12707891 ORIV D2VaY 1712
Y10 INR 1971 12771 1717
1NAPNN VLAY 1V TNYVINPN
HRINY-HR IRAN HRIY? 1IPT HD
NRR N30 POHR1INRN NNNID
nnY 7°277231377 R 9121 NPT
"923 10aY7 7N 1YY
.0an

Xl Alter translation

And it happened when Samuel grew old that he set his
sons up as judges for Israel. But his sons did not go in his
ways and they were bent on gain and took bribes and
twisted justice. And all the elders of Israel assembled and
came to Samuel at Ramah. And they said to him: “Look,
you yourself have grown old and your sons have not gone in
your ways. So now, set over us a king to rule us, like all the
nations.”
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 21

Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or
through freely chosen representatives. Everyone has the right of equal access to
public service in his country. The will of the people shall be the basis of the
authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by
secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

Rema, Choshen Mishpat 163:1x1

172157 11PRY MR DX HD

%5 2winh vy JnxRY nwnb
Yow onYHy 1hapn ... o'naHya
,0'NY OVY 1NYT IR TNR
VIYNN ORY .2190 INR 109N

- JMR 9129 19157 2170 IR
nYva . anYT AMmbn 270nm
D?IRYIN 217 N2 11OTRIINYT
JNYT 0IMIRN

i Quite a loose translation

Any issue on which the community cannot be unanimous,
all of the householders must be sat down, and they must
agree to cast their vote with a pure heart. And they follow
the majority. Should the minority refuse to co-operate, the
majority have the right to compel them. And if anybody
declines to vote, their opinion is not taken into account,
and the decision is taken by the majority of those who do
vote.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is
entitled to realisation, through national effort and international co-operation
and in accordance with the organisation and resources of each State, of the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free
development of his personality.

Rashi to Exodus 22:21

— 1MYyn KRY mnn nanbr Yo You shall not mistreat any widow or orphan — This is actually
ROR ,DTR 535 TR RN the law regarding any person at all, but the Torah speaks of
785 ,ANN1 21NN 12TY what actually happens, and it highlights widows and orphans

1XN 7271 NO YVIYN ONY

SN because they are vulnerable and commonly oppressed.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 23

Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and
favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.
Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal
work. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration
ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and
supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. Everyone has
the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

Leviticus 19:13bxvv
“TY AR 17OV nhya PHn-RY You are not to keep-overnight the working-wages of a hired-
3 hand with you until morning.

v Eox translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of
working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Exodus 20:9-10*

-93 N*wY) TAYR DN NYY For six days, you are to serve, and are to make all your

N2y r»a¥a 0iN qNIRIN work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath for the Eternal One

722 NYYNTRY PRI NInYY your God: you are not to make any work - you, and your
TTIL ARNTEIN AR IR son, and your daughter, your servant, and your maid, and

YR 712 0NN NN

R your beast, and your sojourner who is within your gates.

“ Adapted from Fox translation
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 25

Everyone has the right to a standard of 1iving adequate for the health and well-
being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary socilal services, and the right to security in the
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. Motherhood and childhood are
entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of
wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 336:1, 3

RA1Y MY nMInn nam
59521 R*n Mmxm .mRaqb
YN ORI .R1N W1 mMpra

D'NT 7MY AT N ,NNY

.. NARATWY MY wr1Han

17°2m , 0710 1% v n
19 MoR ,0n% Py nhn

17 M onvnTa mYynb
197aR RHYR ,TY ’RH1 IR0

,N270 0N'NTa1%1poAa
IR¥N RHY NYWN TN Nan
RYR 1Y PR 1722 RHR 17100

qnnT

The Torah gives the doctor permission to heal. Indeed, itis a
mitzvah, included in the commandment to save life. A doctor
who refuses to heal, behold, they are like one who sheds blood
- even if they reason that there is somebody else present able
to step in.

One who has medicine which their sick neighbour requires, it
is forbidden for them to exploit the situation as a profiteer.
Moreover, even if the patient agrees to pay an extortionate
price (perhaps if their situation is desperate and the seller
has a monopoly), they are not bound by such an agreement,
and only need pay an appropriate amount.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 26

Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

t.Kiddushin 1:11
TnYn PRY 95 IR TN 1 Rabbi Yehudah says: anyone who does not teach their child a
MYV 1TN%N MIMR 112 DR trade, teaches them banditry.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 27

Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its
benefits.

Rabbi Ruth Adarxi

You don’t need to know Hebrew, but if your children see you trying to learn Hebrew,
they’ll be fascinated (especially if it threatens to become the language for adult
discussion at home). They will be thrilled when they find out that their sponge-like
child brains will outstrip you in language learning.

Jewish culture is not magic. Unless you are living in Israel or certain Jewish
neighbourhoods elsewhere, your children will not catch it by osmosis. The dominant
culture is a secularised Christianity, with holidays at Christmas and Easter and
parking meters that are free on Sunday. The culture will teach them about pop stars
and TV and sports and Christmas shopping, but if you want them to be Jewish, they
will need to get that at home.

“wt Rabbi Ruth Adar, “if you want to raise Jewish children, start here”, Reform Judaism (29 June 2015): <https://perma.cc
/AA94-2VEV>
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 28

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realised.

Rabbi John D Raynerxii

Like other ethical codes, Judaism’s is primarily concerned with relations between
individuals rather than collectivities. But there is nevertheless an implication that the
same principles should govern relations between social units, from families up to
nations.

Unfortunately, a nation is commonly regarded as entitled to pursue its own self-
interest, with little or no regard for other nations.

Yet it is clear that the same moral principles which apply to personal relations should
also govern international relations. But it has to be admitted that the full implications
of that principle have not been worked out in Judaism as thoroughly as those relating
to personal ethics. To that extent its teachings need to be supplemented by the more
recently created instruments of international law such as the various United Nations
declarations and conventions, themselves largely influenced by Hebraic values.

wit Rabbi John D Rayner, Signposts to the Messianic Age: sermons and lectures (London: Valentine Mitchell, 2006): 248-249.

/ page 29 of 31



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 29

Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full
development of his personality is possible. In the exercise of his rights and
freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined
by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality,
public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.

Rashba, responsum 2:279

DYWIRN MRYYY 9”YR...

DY PYYI MNARN DI 2NWY
Yy Pwya bnpn napn oM
1R .JymxIna k5 o
.17INN 1T P11ab PRYA

Even though this so-called regulation was enacted by those
who legitimately administer the community, they may only
make rules that improve things, not rules that promote make
things worse. They have no power to breach the fences of the
Torah.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ARTICLE 30

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group
or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.

b.Eruvin 6b
n»ahpn ... mwyb axin One who wishes to adopt both the leniencies of Beit Shammai
— 950 N1 "5pm 'Ry and also the leniencies of Beit Hillel, they are a wicked
Al person.
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