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When the existence of life elsewhere is established, and especially if some contact is made
with intelligent beings elsewhere, we will be confronted by as much of a challenge to our
established way of thought as when the Copernican revolution displaced the earth from the
centre of the universe and set in motion a religious and philosophical upheaval that has but
recently run its course.

The first and most immediate challenge concerns the uniqueness of humanity in the
universe. Humanity was created, according to the Torah, in the image of God. How does this
God-like creature relate to other, possibly superior, creatures elsewhere in the cosmos?

1R PIP? IRYN IR Ti90 1R “Cursed is Meroz,” said the angel of the Eternal, “and truly
17297 1R cursed be its inhabitants.”
137 R72) 2INRT RIIR — NN Meroz — some say it is the name of a great man, and some say it
.MN RADID INRT RN, MN is a star.

"In assembling this source sheet | was greatly assisted by Yossi Roth’s “A study on the rabbinic perspective of life and living beyond
earth”, Hakirah 27 (2019), 275-314.

11927-2020. Norman Lamm, “The religious implications of extraterrestrial life”, Tradition 7-8 (1965-1966), 5-56: 6, 21.

/ page 3 of 12



“T'zaddik, will you explain just how beings from other worlds could have souls? Hashem bestowed
the Torah on Man. There is only one Torah as there is only God. And we are the only creatures who

have been granted free will by Hashem.”

The tzaddik counters: “But each congregation has its own Torah, so why shouldn’t each world
have its version of the sacred scrolls?” He runs his fingers through his ginger and grey beard as
he thinks. “Look at the Book of Judges, where the prophetess Deborah curses the inhabitants of a
place called Meroz for not helping the Israelites fight the Canaanite general Sisera. But where is a
place called Meroz? No one knows, though there are references to stars. So the Talmud concludes
that Meroz must be a star or planet. So wouldn’t this curse recognise that the inhabitants of Meroz

have the ability to think, to choose between good and evil?”

' Rosanne Rabinowitz, “The matter of Meroz” in Lavie Tidhar and Rebecca Levene (eds), Jews Versus Aliens (Teaneck, New Jersey: Ben
Yehudah Press, 2016), 21-51: 23.
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95 1N1MmH% 2P TV 0TR 0*AYR K172 DN
NYYNY 12°1RN YIR 210191 Han »awn
D'92pnY 0'>1WN 0°a1) 0N noY *ad1>
217N DN TNR RINY ,WNYNN 1IKRN

DNY IRYXNN D21INKRA ANY1 .0NAY

RN N2 D2V 1IR TWR PIRNYWI MXIR
YRNRI WNWNY 01210V 21an , NN NNK
02PN NYWn1 11011 7515 nyn *Ha
NIPRA NIYIAA 010 OY WYY 12720

71N Y71 DIM 1P MANN 0N My pan
0N YHYI IRWI DTR 212 W1 .. 09 on
192RYT 1IXPN YT TAYN NNTRAV
1RN? OTR ORI .1IND 1M TN 1NN
RINW NN Yo.. 2..1PNH% 1P NN NKRTA ...
172 NnYANM AVITPN 1IN1NNY TAN

2N NIRPYN YPY Na Hyaw Pa andav

v Rabbi David Neito, 1654-1728

From the day God created humanity until close to our
own time, everyone believed that the six planets were
dark bodies that received light from the sun, which is
one of them and the greatest among them. But now, it
has been discovered that they are lands, and that the
earth on which we dwell is one of them. They reason
that the sun is in the middle without movement, like a
king on his throne, and the six circle around it, and
that there are mountains and hills and valleys and
plains and seas and rivers and cold and heat and
summer and winter and day and night that do not
cease. And there are human beings and other living
creatures, and that the soil is worked and they sow
and reap and eat and drink and reproduce and die just
like us.

And if a person rejects the former opinion and believes
in this one, should you regard him as a heretic?
Everything that is opposed to our holy and pure Torah,
whether written or oral, you shall utterly abhor and
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TA111'RY NN HaR ,R1N 0N D 11aynn loathe, for it is banned. But that which is not
IR 99 772 MWD AWIT°a TA R 22T contradicted by the written or oral Torah - every Jew
is permitted to believe in it or to reject it according to
their understanding. Therefore, since there is no
problem and no harm in believing that all the stars are
worlds which contain all kinds of living beings, you

1921 190w 'aY 12 1RNY IR PRRNY HRIY?
20V PPARNY P YAA PRI VY PRY 117D
*5»a Y5n nna AWKk MY on ... 0201500

.N97R K91 NPTNN NNpTRa , 07N have rightly held fast to this and not let go.
D172 DTR 10 ... 7aNna .. 0N Behold, the author of the Matteh Dan was a great and
TIRN N”N NNON2 N71IN2 D01an renowned man in Torah and wisdom. So I am very
01911 |1 TARY TWARY 171 2IR WWIN concerned about this: it is possible that one of the later
980 71N Y710 02T 901N DPNINR astronomers inserted the aforementioned things into
9172 19782 79210 712 Avm Y7 that book, and hung empty nonsense upon a great tree.

V' Rabbi Reuben Landau, ¢ 1800-1883
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0%Yn NNNY IRANNY nnb »d Since it is clear that the creation of the world was God’s

R1M ,N12INM N2avNN TR YY , NI decision, an act of goodness and grace; and it is also clear
1Y MIx1 mYD 0w PRY ,IR1AN that there is no limit to the goodness that God can bestow;
01 MNYIYa G201 IWR YO ,200NH then the more worlds God adds, the more goodness God
1822 171Ww 150N 12D NTH ,Navna adds. Therefore it is indeed possible that there are many
.0727 mMn%Ny worlds.

V' Rabbi Chasdai Kreskas, 1340-1410
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1PRN MnnY onw 1115 Yy nbyi k.. If we assume that the planets are desolate, without

DR, DR TN NTRY ,Drav inhabitants, for what purpose would they appear, and for
nn1,n5Yn7 71an? own 0IxX? n*Yon what end did the blessed and exalted God create them,
¥50 20NIRYNNAD IRYN? AIWR DINON and what role would their existence fulfil? Surely, God
DR 2>781) NTWY RY OR ,0°R71 1MNY would not have created them in vain, for no object? If
»12 125 >RAY NYIT INR MYYON DAY PR they have no purpose except to give us humans light at

night, alittle added to the light of the moon, or to adorn
and beautify the appearance of the sky, and to inspire
our mouths to praise God for the splendour of the divine
handiwork - behold, it is oddly petty for God to perform
such a wondrous work for such a purpose.

,NM770 NIRN YV 01 VYN NY*HN OTRN
mYnnY ,Yypan arRIn may 1TnY IR
T8N RHN ,MoRkHn naran Yy ray T
n*9on% ArH a1 NORHN MYWYH ’TH RN
Y na wnan awr a5 55 oa .. AT VP

TN NN 9?01 RN RYN,NRTA PIRN Every upright and perceptive person would surely give
JTON TR YY nYYNr nwb nrmm much more thanks and acknowledgment to God, ever to
"Hpa 0aAv NN D NTOY O NIV be blessed, for the greatness of divine kindness in
v5 .N9YIN Y51 P11 DN VRN 9OV granting also to those spheres the possession of intellect,
R17 VYA 1°1YY ... 0N YN NRA rather than their being empty of all purpose. For the

»)2 27 02 .INRNA DPNAA HTIY TRN light that reaches us from them is very little because of

YI'Rabbi David Friesenhausen, 1756-1828, pp 35b, 45b. Interestingly, Rabbi Friesenhausen was not only one of the first Jewish writers
to accept that the earth orbits the sun, but also the first rabbi to use the kilometre as a unit of measurement: see Jeremy Brown, New
Heavens and a New Earth: the Jewish reception of Copernican thought (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013): 175.
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Y1IXIN P DMNn,onnIyT kY 0TIR
172 RD1 PLINRN O21PRNN D22D100 IRY
IR YononY v2anb YH5 nnwa

N7 N1 0N Lonhy nnawnb
,OMRIY DTRA PY2IVHY R PIRN
"H0n TNR NR 17y TAH oW *Han
N7 W oYy 1nnn MMM L2100V naxnn
,IRTD N7 NavNN YWl PRI ... 70T
DTRN 222 NHYYINY P71 I1R12) RHY
ANTRN YHYY NYHIM Nna DrwmAan

.. 21781 NnY DY L NR Mvp NTP
noY *2515 Oy nnn oa 0Y%1d RaNR

Y1 'YV 0avwi'n DNIR 022100
DINY NR DWTI’0 ,NY0Wn wal *Hya
0915 ;0917AN AN 1PTON D1YOMm
12170 DRy HYnian , n YR YR MY

.210 Y o*>1Man

their great distance from us. Also, most people do not
know them except as twinkling points among the other
shining and sparkling stars, and they do not look upon
them to contemplate or observe them. And the moons,
apart from the moon of the earth, are not visible to the
human eye unless one places before their eyes one of the
instruments of the astronomer. And who among the
masses has access to this?

How could we think something so bizarre - that the stars
were created only for the sake of the worms, humankind,
upon this tiny clod of mud? Therefore, all of them,
together with their revolving planets, are inhabited by
beings with bodies and with intelligent souls, who know
their Creator and recognise God’s great kindness and
mercy. All of them sing to the living God, who bestows
goodness upon them as upon us, the lowly creatures of
the Eternal One.
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Y121 NN 0w n 0adon Yo All the stars are inhabited by human beings like us, and are
D'nmT 0°RYM ,111Nd OTR filled with rocks, plants and living creatures just like our
Y51R1 11878 10D 0N DAY earth - perhaps with small variations according to the nature

MmN P20 285 TIVH DMY3 of the material of the specific land upon which they dwell.

0N NN ,NYYY 0N YR OXIR What would be lacking to us, ~

> IR OR 190 11nn nm b and what would be diminished

oy n*1Y ana nonn TNR Yoa o from us, if we were to say that POLICE "&tc BOX
n819 9N3 TWR 1NY1ADY ,TAR in each of them the Eternal One

chose one nation as a treasured
people, just as God chose here
on earth the children of Israel
as a treasured people, and gave

,AN91209 HYRIW? 222 NR PIRA2
1M1 AWRD MM AN onb NN
TN 7272 1N2MY InNR D L 1Y
2WNY PINAYI YR NN,V

them Torah and
73 T2 R¥NI RD,5RN 112 commandments as God gave us?
171NN 951 MTINN 501 17N For after we contemplate this
0?aYNDON 027200 7511 ,7%D matter thoroughly, and after
*> T17nY o1 HH5 71Ta L mnn we delve deeply into thinking
> ORI ... 1IN2 NMIMpnn about the nature of God, we will
N2 1N NNRA MPAN R PIRA find in this no contradiction

"' Rabbi Reuben Jezreel, published 1908, pp 24-25
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DI1pn N2 R ,DTRA 2125 nnan
DOY1,NN%T DARI MXNN ANNN
.. 1NN TNRN DY RN HRIW?

NN NN OPOY 1T HY TURI

IIRY HoN L PRI MW NP

D20 %Y P YR YO NNd
MMHM NRIPIRIR HY H”77 1YY
nY 7% ,nY DO»wn DMwn

nmpn Y nanam ,noYnny

12 9V 0a,’n? RMan X2 orm
nMnan mnyn pohn

RN VR 1Y DO1YwR DNHYN

N21WN IR 1IN N2 aY D, ovvY

PR D> ,NANYT Dar ATNY 1Y RN

oy Mavn on mvw 1Y

119 TN ,0INKkR 07N DY

.O1RIIRD

and no opposition in the entire Torah, nor in all the books
that branch from it.

In general, we can say that the places in the Torah and its
subjects that seem to indicate that the earth is the one place
given for the choice of humankind, and that this is the one
place of Torah and commandments, and nowhere else, and
that Israel is the one chosen people, and that through their
engagement in Torah and commandments heaven and earth
are sustained: we can say that the intent of all these is only
regarding our world, that is, our earth and the parts of the
heavens that belong to it and are necessary for its course, and
that give it existence and life by the will of the Creator, ever
to be blessed; also regarding the parts of the higher spiritual
worlds that belong to it and of which it is the root. For
according to our perspective, this is the only answer for us
and nothing else, for we have no connection or association
with other physical worlds, and they seem to us as though
they do not exist.
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,071N 0219 APTR NTh YA In an instant, the sun will spread charity to those near

7783532 ARAN RATM and far, and its wings will cure many people -
,07POR R11 TWR OY1 0PI MY MAawn Establish peace between nations that God created on
.1PNN2 NNKR NNR YY each of its planets.

¥ 39b. Translation from Brown, ibid: 289.
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